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instruction in it. Religion is not a matter for reflection but of
conduct. It is not a subject for talking about, be it noted. Teachers
can create the thing only by their conduct. Gujarat itself should
produce such teachers; it is shameful to go looking for them out-
side.
It was said here, by way of complaint, that Ahmedabad has
an excess of Vanik shrewdness; but I am not unhappy about this.
Along with the shrewdness of a Vanik, one should have a venture-
some spirit, knowledge and readiness for service, that is, the qualities
of a Kshalriya, a Brahmin and a Sudra. It is the Vanik who
in fact gives the country its wealth. He is the best Vanik who has
dedicated his skill in commerce to the country and is carrying on
trade accordingly. The spirit of patriotism does not come unless
one has a true sense of dharma. By the compassion which the
Gita teaches, I only understand that we should dedicate ourselves
wholly, body, mind and possessions, to relieving the suffering of
those around us whom we find in distress.
In Gujarat, we may embark upon any kind of ventures. It
is my prayer to God that the venture on which this institution has
embarked may prove the best among them all and be followed by
similar ones elsewhere in the province.
It is my especial wish that the scholars and men of letters of
Gujarat should be put to use in this or similar institutions. It is
but right that the wealth which the people of Gujarat accumulate
with their commercial shrewdness should be used by them with the
same shrewdness for philanthropic purposes.
To the pupils in the school, I have only this to say : "Bring
credit to your education. When you enter on family life, see that
you bring credit to your home and country."
The widows who have been taking advantage of this Ashram
should dedicate to the service of the country the training of body
and spirit which they receive here,
[From Gujarati]
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